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AAABSTRACTBSTRACTBSTRACT   

Facial expression recognition stands as a 

dynamic field of research with extensive 

implications across human-computer 

interaction, social dynamics, social 

intelligence, and autism detection. Its 

utilization has expanded notably in recent 

times, encompassing domains such as emotion

-driven advertising and music playback. This 

paper aims to outline the primary hurdles 

within facial expression recognition and 

explore the methodologies devised to surmount 

them. Additionally, this paper assess the 

prevailing techniques in the realm of 

automatic facial expression recognition. 

Keywords:— Challenges in facial expression 

recognition, feature extraction, expression 

classification, datasets. 

I. II. II. INTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTION   

Facial expressions are the various 

movements and configurations of the 

muscles in the face that convey emotions, 

attitudes, and intentions. Humans use facial 

expressions as a primary means of 

nonverbal communication, and they play a 

crucial role in interpersonal interactions. 

Different cultures may interpret facial 

expressions differently,  but some 

expressions are universal, such as smiling 

to indicate happiness or frowning to show 

displeasure. 

Facial expressions can convey a wide range 

of emotions, including joy, sadness, anger, 

surprise, fear, disgust, and more nuanced 

feelings like confusion or embarrassment. 

These expressions involve the movement of 

muscles around the eyes, mouth, and other 

parts of the face, and they can be voluntary 

or involuntary. 

There are several basic facial expressions 

that are universally recognized across 

cultures, often referred to as the "universal 

facial expressions." These include: 

Happiness: Typically indicated by a smile, 

with raised cheeks and sometimes squinting 

of the eyes. 

Sadness: Often characterized by a 

downturned mouth, lowered eyebrows, and 

sometimes tears. 
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Anger: Displayed through narrowed eyes, 

furrowed brows, and a tense mouth. 

Surprise: Shown by widened eyes, raised 

eyebrows, and an open mouth. 

Fear: Marked by widened eyes, raised 

eyebrows, and a tense or pulled-back 

mouth. 

 
Figure 1: Facial Expressions [13] 

Disgust: Often indicated by a wrinkled 

nose, raised upper lip, and narrowed eyes. 

Facial expressions are not only important 

for communication but also play a 

significant role in social interactions, 

emotional regulation, and empathy. They 

can also be essential cues in understanding 

someone's intentions, feelings, and overall 

emotional state. 

II. II. II. OOOVVVEEERRRVVVIIIEEEWWW   OOOFFF   EEEMMMOOOTTTIIIOOONNN   

Emotions are subjective responses to 

internal and external stimuli. They involve 

a combination of physiological arousal, 

cognitive appraisal, expressive behaviors, 

and subjective feelings. 

“Emotional Computing,” is a concept 

related to the integration of emotions into 

computing systems. Emotional computing, 

also known as affective computing, focuses 

on incorporating emotional intelligence into 

the design and implementation of 

technology, particularly in human-computer 

interaction. 

In emotional computing, systems are 

developed to recognize, interpret, simulate, 

and respond to human emotions. This 

involves enabling computers to understand 

and appropriately react to users' emotional 

states, thereby enhancing the overall user 

experience. 

Key aspects of emotional computing include: 

Emotion Recognition: The ability of 

computing systems to identify and interpret 

human emotions using various inputs such 

as facial expressions, voice tone, body 

language, and physiological signals. 

Emotion Synthesis: Generating emotional 

responses by computing systems, such as 

producing text or speech with appropriate 

emotional tones, creating virtual agents that 

display emotions, or designing interfaces 

that adapt based on user emotions. 

Emotion Understanding: Developing 

systems that can comprehend the underlying 

reasons and contexts behind human 

emotions, considering cultural and social 

factors that influence emotional expression 

and interpretation. 

III. DIII. DIII. DIFFERENTIFFERENTIFFERENT   MMMODALITIESODALITIESODALITIES   AAAVAILABLEVAILABLEVAILABLE   

FORFORFOR   EEEMOTIONMOTIONMOTION   RRRECOGNITIONECOGNITIONECOGNITION   IIINCLUDENCLUDENCLUDE: : : 

FFFACIALACIALACIAL   EEEXPRESSIONXPRESSIONXPRESSION   AAANALYSISNALYSISNALYSIS   

This modality involves analyzing facial 

expressions through techniques such as 

computer vision and deep learning to 

recognize emotions based on changes in 

facial features like eyebrows, eyes, mouth, 

and overall facial muscle movements. 

Speech and Voice Analysis: Emotions can 

be inferred from speech patterns, tone, 

pitch, intensity, and other vocal 

characteristics. Natural language processing 

(NLP) techniques are often employed to 

analyze spoken words and detect emotional 

content. 
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Physiological Signals: Monitoring 

physiological signals such as heart rate, 

skin conductance (Galvanic Skin 

Response), respiration rate, and muscle 

activity provides insights into emotional 

states. This modality includes techniques 

like electroencephalography (EEG), 

e l e c t r o c a r d i o g r a p h y  ( E C G ) ,  a n d 

electromyography (EMG). 

Gestures and Body Language: Non-verbal 

cues such as gestures, body posture, 

movements, and proxemics (use of 

interpersonal space) can convey emotional 

information. Analyzing these cues can aid 

in emotion recognition. 

Text Analysis: Analyzing written text, 

including social media posts, emails, and 

chat messages, using NLP techniques helps 

identify emotional content, sentiment, and 

context. 

M u l t i m o d a l  F u s i o n :  In t e g r a t i n g 

information from multiple modalities (e.g., 

combining facial expressions with speech 

analysis or physiological signals) often 

improves the accuracy and robustness of 

emotion recognition systems. 

Eye Tracking: Monitoring eye movements 

and gaze patterns provides insights into 

attention focus, arousal, and emotional 

responses to visual stimuli. 

 
Figure 2: Different Modalities Available for Emotion 

Recognition 

IV. FACIAL EXPRESSION IV. FACIAL EXPRESSION IV. FACIAL EXPRESSION 

RECOGNITIONRECOGNITIONRECOGNITION   

Facial Expression Recognition (FER) is a 

technology that involves the automatic 

detection and analysis of facial expressions 

in images or videos to infer the emotional 

state of individuals. 

Typical process involved in facial 

expression recognition is: 

 Face Detection 

 Feature Extraction 

 Expression Classification 

 
Figure 3: Facial Expression Recognition Process [13] 

V. GESTURE RECOGNITIONV. GESTURE RECOGNITIONV. GESTURE RECOGNITION   

Gesture recognition is a technology that 

enables computers to interpret human 

gestures as input commands. These gestures 

can include movements of the hands, 

fingers, body, face, or any other part of the 

human body. The goal of gesture 

recognition systems is to interpret these 

gestures accurately and translate them into 

commands or actions that can be understood 

by computers. 

This gesture can be analyzed from both 

p h y s i o l o g i c a l  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n a l 

perspectives. In our research, we will 

primarily explore the interactive dimension 

of this gesture, particularly focusing on 

hand-over-face-gesture 

Lack of usual terms used to describe 

interactions is a important challenge in the 

area of gesture recognition. We can classify 

A Review of Automatic Facial Expression Analysis Techniques 

Author(s): Swati Thakur, Mukta Bhatele, Akhilesh Waoo | AKS University, Satna 



 

International Journal of Modern Engineering and Research Technology 

Volume 11 | Issue 1 | January 2024 
44  

the gestures according to the parts of the 

body involved. There are generally three 

types of gestures:” 

The gestures of the hand and the arm : The 

hand and arm movements are the main 

types of interactive gestures. The hand 

allows us to make precise and complicated 

movements. Most studies in this area focus 

on understanding hand positions, 

interpreting sign language, and creating 

interfaces for people to interact with data or 

elements in virtual environments. 

“The gesture of Head and facial 

movements: Only a few head gestures carry 

clear meanings; how we position our head 

helps us see better. Scientists are studying 

facial recognition for security, like 

unlocking devices with your face, and to 

help computers understand speech. They're 

also using facial expressions to create life 

like virtual characters and to understand 

people's feelings for marketing. 

The gestures involving whole body : 

Researchers in this area study how the 

ent i re body moves in  different 

environments. For example, they look at 

how dancers move to create the right music 

and how athletes move to do better in their 

sports. 

They also look at two types of movements: 

ones that stay still (like a posture) and ones 

that keep changing. A posture is when a 

body or part of a body stays in one position, 

while dynamic movements are a series of 

changing positions. 

In this study, we look at the hand-on-face 

gesture. This includes how the hand is 

placed on the face, what the hand does to 

the face, and what parts of the face the hand 

covers. Hand-on-face gestures are important 

for communication without words and can 

tell us a lot about how someone is feeling. 

 

VI. CVI. CVI. COGNITIVEOGNITIVEOGNITIVE   SSSTATETATETATE      

Our faces show what we are thinking inside, 

and that’s why it’s important to understand 

emotions through facial expressions. This 

helps in talking to others, using computers, 

learning online, and more. Most studies on 

recognizing emotions look at pictures of 

faces making expressions, but they often 

ignore when hands cover the face. 

Especially when we're shopping, learning, 

having fun, or talking with friends online, 

we tend to put our hands near our faces, 

making it hard to see our expressions. Some 

studies suggest that even when hands cover 

faces, we can still understand emotions. In 

our research, we want to use hand-over-face 

gestures along with facial expressions to 

figure out if someone is interested, bored, 

unsure, happy, or thinking” 

VII. AVII. AVII. APPLICATIONPPLICATIONPPLICATION   AAAREASREASREAS   

1. Automatic detection of facial 

expressions and cognitive states holds 

significant potential for various 

applications, particularly in enhancing 

human-machine interaction systems. 

In this section, we will explore 

specific applications related to 

recognizing facial expressions and 

cognitive states. 

2. Safet y -cr i t i ca l  Sys t ems:  The 

automated monitoring of cognitive 

states is highly valued in safety-

critical settings like nuclear or atomic 

power plant operations and air traffic 

control, where the vigilance of 

operators is paramount. Implementing 

an emotion-intelligent system could 

enhance the security and efficiency of 

these environments. Early detection of 

negative emotional states could alert 

operators or nearby personnel, thereby 

helping to prevent accidents and 

maintain operational safety. 
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3. Smartphones: Emotion recognition 

technology is employed to analyze life 

patterns and detect shifts in mental 

states. For instance, it facilitates 

features like selecting music or videos 

based on an individual's emotional 

state. 

4. Medical Environment: Emotion 

recognition finds application in 

monitoring patients within assisted 

living environments, aiding medical 

staff during emergencies. For 

example, it facilitates home support 

systems for senior citizens or patient 

monitoring, with the aim of promptly 

alerting to behavioral changes or 

unexpected events. 

5. Entertainment industries: Cognitive 

state recognition introduces a new 

dimension to gaming, allowing games 

to adapt experiences based on gamers' 

cognitive states. Games can offer 

orchestrated experiences tailored to 

the individual player's cognitive state. 

6. Automated categorization of content 

p r e f e r en c e :  C o g n i t i v e  s t a t e 

recognition assists in identifying 

whether individuals have a favorable 

response to particular advertisements, 

TV shows, or movies. 

7. Social robotics: Contributes to 

fostering an emotional connection 

between users and robots, enabling the 

robot to detect whether the user is 

experiencing positive or negative 

emotions and respond accordingly. 

8. E d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s : 

Automated tu tors ,  inte l l igent 

classrooms, and e-learning platforms 

h ave  ex p er i en ced  i nc r eas in g 

popularity in recent years. Cognitive 

state recognition aids in assessing 

students' levels of interest and refining 

content through an automatic feedback 

mechanism. 

VIII. CVIII. CVIII. CHALLENGESHALLENGESHALLENGES   

 Recognizing facial expressions 

typically presents several challenges, 

which are outlined below: 

 Ensuring facial features remain robust 

in varying lighting conditions. 

Managing poses and frequent head 

movements. 

 Dimensionality reduction for more 

efficient processing. 

 Dealing with occlusions, including 

minor facial coverings like glasses or 

scarves. Accounting for changes due 

to makeup, beards, or moustaches. 

 Handling occlusions caused by hands 

or other objects. Adjusting for image 

orientation. 

 Ensuring the robustness of facial 

features across images depicting 

different ages, sexes, and races 

IX. RIX. RIX. REVIEVEVIEVEVIEV   OFOFOF   LLLITERATUREITERATUREITERATURE   

As per this paper [1] facial expressions 

represent an optimal channel for conveying 

one’s emotions or intentions to others. This 

overview will delve into the realms of 

human facial expression recognition and 

robotic facial expression generation. We 

will explore human facial expression 

recognition across both predefined datasets 

and real-time scenarios. Additionally, we 

will examine robotic facial expression 

generation, encompassing both manual and 

automated methods. Manual methods 

involve hand-coding, whereas automated 

techniques utilize machine learning to 

animate the features (such as eyes and 

mouth) of a robot. 

The presented paper [2] delves into a 

comprehensive survey regarding the 

application of machine learning in facial 
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expression recognition. It explores the 

methodologies  encompass ing pre -

processing, feature extraction, and 

classification, along with an examination of 

different databases and classifiers employed 

within this domain. Nonetheless, it does not 

offer a focused critique specifically 

dedicated to facial expression recognition 

utilizing machine learning techniques. 

As per the author [3] “The identification of 

distinct features from prominent facial areas 

is crucial for accurate facial expression 

recognition. Precise detection of facial 

landmarks enhances the localization of 

these key areas on facial images. This study 

introduces a novel framework for 

expression recognition by leveraging 

appearance features extracted from 

strategically selected facial patches. We 

extract specific facial patches based on the 

positions of facial landmarks, focusing on 

regions that are active during emotional 

responses. These active patches are then 

processed to isolate salient features that are 

discriminative for classifying different pairs 

of expressions. 

According to this paper [4] facial 

expressions serve as vital indicators of our 

emotions, revealing genuine intentions. In 

this study, we introduce a novel approach to 

facial expression recognition using graph-

based texture transformation. Our method 

comprises five key steps: first, segmenting 

and resizing the facial image; next, 

e m p l o y i n g  g r a p h - b a s e d  t e x t u r e 

transformation to extract features; then, 

conducting exemplar feature extraction 

through deep graph texture transformation; 

followed by concatenating the extracted 

features into a one-dimensional feature set. 

As per the author [5] “Understanding facial 

expressions have been a significant area of 

research for decades, and despite 

considerable progress, it  remains 

challenging due to the wide diversity within 

expression classes. Traditional methods 

have relied on handcrafted features to tackle 

this issue, followed by training classifiers 

on databases of images or videos. While 

these approaches perform well on 

controlled datasets, they struggle with more 

complex datasets containing greater 

variability and partial facial views. This 

study proposes a novel approach based on 

the Histogram of Oriented Gradient (HOG) 

descriptor. Initially, the input image 

undergoes preprocessing to identify the 

relevant facial region, facilitating feature 

extraction. 

In this paper [6] author address the 

challenge of declining accuracy in cross-

subject emotion recognition through 

Electroencephalograph (EEG) signal 

transfer learning, attributed to negative data 

transfer from the source domain, this paper 

introduces a novel approach aimed at 

dynamically selecting appropriate data for 

transfer learning while mitigating the risk of 

negative transfer. This method, termed 

cross-subject source domain selection 

(CSDS). 

In this paper [7] author recognizing facial 

expressions (FER) in natural settings with 

varying viewpoints, lighting, poses, scales, 

and occlusions poses significant challenges 

in research. In this study, they establish a 

framework for FER by creating a facial 

expression graph, focusing on key action 

units pivotal for expressing emotions. 

Leveraging a graph convolution network 

(GCN), we introduce an algorithm tailored 

for recognizing facial expressions. 

This paper [8] recognizing facial 

expressions in unconstrained environments, 

encompassing diverse viewpoints, lighting 

conditions, face poses, scales, and 

occlusions, presents a formidable challenge 

in the realm of research. The challenges 

posed to expression recognition in computer 

vision by facial masks include the potential 
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for occlusions that hinder the accurate 

analysis of facial features. Even state-of-the

-art solutions for facial analysis may falter 

in the presence of such occlusions, leading 

to a notable decrease in accuracy. 

X. CX. CX. CONCLUSIONSONCLUSIONSONCLUSIONS   

Facial Expression Recognition (FER) has 

attracted increasing attention in recent 

years. The past decade has witnessed the 

development of many new FER algorithms. 

This paper provides a comprehensive 

review about recent advances in FER 

technology. We first introduce some related 

terminology and review the research 

background of FER. Then, we classify the 

existing FER methods into conventional 

methods and deep learning-based methods. 

In particular, we divide the conventional 

methods into three major steps, i.e., image 

preprocessing, feature extraction, and 

expression classification. In each step, 

various possible methods are introduced 

and discussed. In terms of deep learning-

based methods, four kinds of popular deep 

learning networks are presented, and some 

related FER algorithms are reviewed and 

analyzed. Besides, seventeen FER datasets 

are introduced. Four FER-related elements 

of datasets are subsequently summarized. In 

addition, some methods and metrics are 

given on how to evaluate these FER 

algorithms. At the end of the survey, we 

present some challenges and opportunities 

of the FER that require future research. This 

survey aims to provide an organized and 

detailed study of the work done in the area 

of FER and further promote the research in 

this field. 
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